The Research Education Program Religion & Society

PhD course (lecture & workshop)
“RELIGION ON THE MOVE:
MAPPING GLOBAL CULTURAL PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION”
by Professor of Sociology Peggy Levitt, Wellesleyalege
University of Copenhagen, Dec. 13 and 14, 2010

Venue to be announced

Preliminary program:

Public lecture on December 13, 1-3 pm

“Migrants, pilgrims, social movement members, acidogars all carry religion. Religious
objects, narratives, and spirits circulate activaetg frequently within and between the
layers of religious social fields. Yet, we stillkaf national religions—of American
Protestantism or French Islam. Many scholarly poyular accounts are based on the
assumption that religious practices and organimatabediently respect national
boundaries and that they have unique, identifiableonal qualities of their own. We
take stasis and boundedness as the organizinggesof religious life while, in fact,
religious ideas and practices are constantly amatbashedly in motion. In this lecture, |
will argue for the need to study religious movemamd connection and suggests ways of
thinking through what happens when religious elemeanllide. Rather than assuming
that religious life stays primarily within contamhepaces (be they religious traditions,
congregations or nations), we should start fromabsimption of circulation and
linkages. Religion is not a packageable, stalilefdeeliefs and practices rooted in a
particular bounded time and space. Instead, ic@dingent clustering of objects, bodies,
and beliefs that come together within a to-be-dheiteed space riddled by power and
interests that is shaped and reshaped throughasdrestculation and contact. It is not a
cohesive, rooted whole but a loosely constructedrablage, created from actors,
materiality, and ideas traveling at different rad@sl rhythms, across different scales and
scopes. What explains what happens at theseo$iggounter where different religious
elements and actors come together? Are therepsidé systematic configuration or
blockage and, if so, why? What social and politiwatk gets done, and whose interests
are served, when religion is conceptualized ashasige, bounded system and therefore
controllable as such?”



Workshop on December 14, 9-4 pm.

“In this workshop, | will further develop some ¢fet themes I laid out in my first lecture
by focusing on the ways in which immigrants ar@sfarming the American religious
landscape. 1God Needs No Passport, | studied how Gujarati Hindus, Pakistani
Muslims, Brazilian Protestants, and Irish Catholigig in the Boston Metropolitan area
and their family members back home used religiaia/arks to live lives that cross
borders and to understand how the religious lan#schanges as a result. | found that, in
many ways, American religion is just as globaltastonomics and politics. New
immigrants import new religious traditions, andytliAsianize” and “Latinoize” old

ones. To safeguard and expand the parameterBgidue pluralism, Christian America
has to be willing to recognize that not all religgdfit into a Christian box.”

Students are invited to make presentations, papefsnax 5 pages) to be forwarded
by November 15

ECTS (lecture & workshop) to be announced.

Questions and registration (deadline December) ®luf@hum.ku.dk
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